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PACE Theatre:

Community Theatre at its Best

ABOUT PACE 

Our mission is to provide the means for community participation in the performing arts through education, performance, and craftsmanship as a catalyst for personal, cultural and political development.


For five years now, the Pioneer Arts Center of Easthampton (PACE) has provided a venue for performers of all varieties. From local actors and comedians to up-and-coming singer/songwriters, PACE provides a performance space that is professional yet nurturing, with opportunities for artistic development at every level.  This has been accomplished with an exclusively volunteer staff, who plan and produce the 3-5 performances each week that draw more than four thousand people through the doors of PACE each year. 

Over the past five years, PACE has presented: 

· 341 Musical performances by regional and nationally touring musicians 

· 250 Open Mic nights for local musicians to perform in a supportive yet professional atmosphere 

· 10 Community Theatre productions featuring some of the most accomplished actors in the Pioneer Valley as well as newcomers to the stage 

· Ballroom Blitz: lessons and dancing in everything from tango to swing. These monthly sessions  draw both experienced and novice dance enthusiasts from around the Pioneer Valley. 

· Stand Up Comedy Open Mic, a monthly offering which has exploded in popularity for local comedians and audiences alike 

· Intensive Classes in musical theatre and vocal training to more than eighty local youth. 

· Art Exhibits of local artists in the PACE Café 

· Readings of New Theatre Works by Local Playwrights 

· Emerging Artists Showcase 

ABOUT PACE THEATRE
Seasoned actors and novices alike have participated in PACE's theatre productions, to the delight of both audiences and critics. Producing a mix of musical and straight theatre, PACE has earned a reputation for providing community theatre that is among the highest-quality in the Pioneer Valley. Highlights include: You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown, which played to sell-out crowds of all ages, and was so popular among local actors that PACE created two different casts to perform. In 2007, Godspell was performed before nearly one thousand people at PACE and The Academy of Music in Northampton.  The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged) was hailed as “an honest-to-goodness rib-tickler...acted out by the capable players with enthusiasm and verve” (Daily Hampshire Gazette), and PACE's production of Into the Woods, presented at the Williston Theater, showed "how serious the company takes its mission of providing top-notch community theatre."  
PACE has also displayed a commitment to new works: in 2006, PACE presented the only local performance of The City That Cried Wolf, a play by local playwright Brooks Reeves that was accepted into the prestigious New York and Berkshire Fringe Festivals. The same year, PACE presented its first World Debut: a performance of Spalding Gray’s monologue Swimming to Cambodia – the first production of this show since Gray’s death, as well as the first time performed by someone other than Gray. In a panel discussion led by Spalding Gray’s widow and manager, Kathleen Russo stated, “This is the first time that one of Spalding’s works in his own words has been performed by anyone other than himself. I think he’d be flattered that PACE is doing this.” 
PACE believes that community theatre can be as good as professional theatre, given the right ingredients. As explained by Artistic Director David Fried Oppenheim: "I believe that age-appropriate community theatre can be as high-quality as professional theatre, given the investment of good directors in their cast. Non-professional actors often approach their role with so much more openness and enthusiasm; and investing in performers of all levels is what PACE is all about." 
To this end, PACE employs directors with a proven commitment to developing new talent. This in turn attracts enthusiastic cast members who are thrilled to get substantial theatre and vocal training through their participation in a production. 
All of PACE's musical theatre productions have been under the musical direction of Jane Hanson, founder of The Proficient Musician and vocal instructor at Williston Northampton and Northampton Community Music Center. Her talent in developing singers of all levels of training is a noteworthy: "Musical Director Jane Hanson's experience in coaching young singers is paying off handsomely" (Daily Hampshire Gazette, reviewing Into the Woods). 

  

